Tannin, a general term for water-soluble polyphenols included in plants, is a major component in various oriental medicinal plants. Tannic acid, which is a kind of tannin (also called Chinese gallotannin), is readily available as a commercial reagent prepared from Chinese nutgall. This compound possesses protein-aggregating, astringent, and antibacterial actions.1) As regards toxicity, it was reported that tannic acid might be absorbed from the gastrointestinal tract, denuded surfaces, and mucous membranes and then cause severe centrilobular necrosis of the liver. 2 -4) We have recently observed that tannic acid exerted its antibacterial effects on Photobacterium phosphoreum through inhibition of nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide (NADH) dehydrogenase and the terminal oxidase of the respiratory chain.5) From these results, we supposed that tannic acid might influence the respiratory chain of mitochondria in animal cells. In this work, the in vitro effects of tannic acid on rat liver mitochondria were investigated. 
